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had reached their final stage,1 General Gombos caused considerable
surprise and some concern, in Hungary itself2 no less than in Austria
and Italy, by visiting Berlin on the 16th and 17th of that month.
The discussions which took place between Herr Hitler and the
Hungarian Premier were officially reported to have dealt mainly with
economic questions; but General G6mb5s's sudden journey to Berlin,
at a moment of crisis in Austro-German relations,3 gave rise to the
suspicion that a readjustment of Hungary's political alignments had
been the real subject of consideration and that she was contemplating
an act of desertion from the Italian to the German camp. If General
G0mb5s did indeed travel to Berlin with some such idea in his mind,
his conversations in that city apparently convinced him that, for
the time being at any rate, the advantages of a German alliance were
not sufficiently substantial to make it worth Hungary's while to
alienate Italy, and that his best course would be to endeavour to
keep one foot in either camp pending further developments. At all
events, General GctobOs followed up his visit to Berlin by farther
visits to Vienna and Rome, during which the project for an Italo-
Austro-Hungarian rapprochement made a definite advance.

At the interview which took place between Dr. Dollfuss and General
Gomb5s in Vienna on the 9th July, 1933, economic relations again
formed the main topic of discussion, and the two statesmen were said
to have agreed upon the principle of close collaboration in the
economic field. They were reported, in addition, to have undertaken
to consult one another on any questions of importance which might
arise in the future. On the 25th-28th July, 1933, General G5mb6s
and his Foreign Minister, Monsieur de Kanya, visited Home, where
they were received in. a manner which indicated that the Italian
Government wished to avoid any appearance of resenting General
GOmbOs's consultation with Herr Hitler. It was to be assumed that
Signor Mussolini and General GombOs, in the course of their conversa-
tions, touched upon the question of the Four-Power Pact in its
relation to Hungary's territorial ambitions, but the nature and out-
come of their discussions in the political field were not made public.
On the economic side the principal immediate result of the meeting
was that Italy agreed to take a larger quantity of Hungary's surplus

1  The new treaty was signed on the 22nd July, 1933.

2  General G-ombos's action was the subject of a good deal of adverse com-
ment in the Hungarian Parliament on his return from Berlin. Both General
Grombos and Monsieur de Kanya were criticized as too 'pro-German* by many
Hungarians, who suspected them of a desire to establish some kind of Fascist
regime.

5 See p. 440, above.